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EDITORIAL 


Why No Idols? 


Many of our readers will know the answer 
but only recently did this writer discover the 
specific reason for God’s command against 
images and “likenesses’’—against the sin of wor- 
shipping something made by the hand of man. 


In Deuteronomy 4, beginning with the 15th 
verse, we find these words: “Take ye therefore 
good heed unto yourselves; for ye saw no man- 
ner of similitude on the day that the Lord 
spake unto you in Horeb out of the midst of 
the fire:’ and there then follows an injunction 
against idolatry in its many forms. 


God who is a spirit, revealed Himself to the 
children of Israel at Mt. Sinai (Horeb), giving 
to Moses the Law. There were great physical 
manifestations on the mount; fire, thunder, 
lightnings and a thick cloud. But, the people 
saw no likeness of God Himself. 


In his farewell messages to Israel, as recorded 
in Deuteronomy, Moses recapitulates the experi- 
ences through which they had passed and again 

warns them of God’s strict command against 
the making of images of any kind. That this 
is based on the fact that they saw no similitude 
of God when He revealed Himself on Mt. Sinai 
is of more than passing significance. 


With this fact before us; with the fact that 
one of the ten commandments is directed spe- 
cifically against idolatry in any form, one won- 
ders why a great Church has debased its own 
worship through images, relics, pictures, etc., 
etc.? 


Also, one wonders why within Protestantism 
today there is an increasing emphasis on “aids 
to worship,” pictures, candles, etc., etc.P Can 
this be an evidence of a lack of spiritual content 
in the worship and message of the Church? His- 
tory would indicate that the further a people 
get from fellowship with God the more they 
“enrich” their worship with material objects. 


The fact is that in such matters we face a 
strict command from God Himself. Further- 
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more, any tendency to depend on material or 


psychological aids can be a confession that the 


spiritual content of our message has receded. 


Moses’ parting warning was directed primarily 
to that new generation who had grown to ma- 
turity in the wilderness wanderings. But, it is 
directed to us too: 


“Take heed unto yourselves, lest ye forget the 
covenant of the Lord your God, which he made 
with you, and make you a graven image, or the 
likeness of anything, which the Lord thy: God 
hath forbidden thee.” L.N.B. 


A Brazen Affront to Christ 
and Christians 


Our attention has just been called to the 
January page of a large wall calendar adver- 
tising a liquor store. The picture, which occu- 
pies two-thirds of the page, is Vanderlaan’s 
picture of Christ. : 


The average Christian has no conception of 
the ends to which the liquor industry will go 
to promote .the sale of alcoholic beverages. Fur- 
thermore, there is apparently no end to which 
the same interests will not go to attack and dis- 
credit individuals and movements looking 
towards a curtailing of their power. With mil- 
lions of dollars at their disposal they constitute 
an influence on American life which is evil 
beyond words. 


The end results of alcohol are never men- 
tioned; the “men of distinction” are paraded 
on the pages of our magazines; “gracious living” 


is made synonomous with beer and the alcohol 


industry is intruded. into our homes by radio 
and television until a new generation is being 
brought to believe that there is neither sin nor 
danger in liquor consumption. 


There have been sporadic attempts to restrict 
liquor advertising where inter-state commerce is 
concerned. Such legislation has never received 
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the serious and united support of Christians 
which it deserves. 


Christians certainly have the right to raise 
their children so that they are protected from 
the insinuating influences of the liquor inter- 
ests. At present this is impossible. It is im- 
possible because these interests have power 
wielded by few others. It is also impossible 
because these same interests are utterly lacking 
in a sense of moral responsibility. When un- 
limited funds, political power and a lack of 
moral responsibility combine it is a_ serious 
situation for the nation. 


There is much talk today about the social 
responsibility of the Church. It is our conten- 
tion that such responsibility begins with the 
individual. Christ’s emphasis was. always di- 


rected to the individual and his responsibility; 


first to God and then towards his fellow men. 


If such is the case, how can one expect the 
church member who is a social drinker to exer- 
cise any worthwhile influence against alcohol? 
How can he inveigh against an industry and its 
blatant bid for more drinkers when he himself 
is a supporter of that industry? 


Furthermore, how can parents expect a new 
generation to grow up in sobriety when they 
themselves set the example of non-temperance 
in their homes? History shows that the conces- 
sions of one generation become the excesses of 
the next. Because of this the Christian social 
drinker has a grave responsibility from which 
he can never escape. And, this responsibility 
may go on through eternity. 


The present tendency to classify alcoholism 
as primarily a disease ignores the fact that the 
Bible calls drunkenness sin. Nowhere is disease 


even suggested as a bar to heaven’s gates. But, 


we are told God’s kingdom is barred to drunk- 
ards. 


Such being the case, and America being what 
she is, there seems but one position for the 
Christian to take and this is expressed in the 
words of Paul, when speaking of another stum- 
bling block to weak Christians: 


“But when ye sin so against the brethren, and 
wound their weak conscience, ye sin against 
Christ. Wherefore, if meat make my brother to 
offend, T will eat no flesh while 
standeth, lest I make my brother to offend.” 


L.N.B. 


the world 


Admission of N ew Members 


From time to time, I have tried to call to 
the attention of readers. of the Journal customs 
and things of interest, particularly where there 
seem to be a useful suggestign in them. One 
matter that greatly impressed me in the services 
of St. Columba Presbyterian Church at Cam- 
bridge, England, was the reception of members 
on profession of faith. The first part is sub- 
stantially the same as ours, the minister in the 
name of. the congregation asking questions of 
the candidates. The close is much the same as 
would take place in,one of our congregations 


with the minister and elders giving the right 


hand of fellowship in behalf of the congregation. 


In the midst of the service there is, however, 
an additional item which is very effective. The 


‘minister reads a vow which the candidate or 


candidates repeat after him, somewhat as the. 


groom and the bride each repeat after the min- 
ister their marriage vows. This part of the serv- 
ice reads thus: 


Will you now say after me: 


I take God the Father for my _ Father: 

I take God the Son for my Saviour and Friend: 

I take God the Holy Spirit for my Comforter 
and Guide. 

I take God’s Word for my Rule of Faith and 
Conduct: 


. I take God's People for my People: and so o doing 


I give myself to Him in the service of His 
Kingdom. W.CLR. 


The Mystery of Reconciliation 


To a large and attentive congregation Pastor 
Edward Thurneysen preached the Gospel of 
Reconciliation at the morning service in the 
Basel Munster, March 1!th. The service began 
with a verse from the fifty-third chapter of 


Isaiah followed by the Christian salutation, 


Grace be unto you and peace from God our 
Father and the Lord Jesus Christ. The Scrip- 
ture reading was! 2 Cor. 5.11-21 and the text 
verses 18-21. All things are of God and recon- 


_ciliation is wholly His work. The Apostle re- 


peats, the word reconciliation five times in this 
section to let all possible emphasis ‘fall upon it. 
Reconciliation is accomplished for us in, the 
death and the resurrection of Christ. As our 
High Priest He offered Himself a sacrifice to 
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remove the wrath of God and reconcile us to 
Him. Today the crucified and risen Christ is 
present speaking through the pleading voice of 
the Preacher calling each one to enter on this 
blessed state of reconciliation. | 


The hymns were all centered in the Passion 
and work of Christ for us. After hearing the 
Preacher from the high pulpit beside the. pillar 
in the nave of the cathedral, we reversed our 
seats and faced the Table of the Lord in the 
transept. Then we came forward and _ stood 
four abreast before the Table while Pastor 
Thurneysen, standing behind the Table, divided 
the bread for each four and Pastor Koechlin and 
another associate administered the cup. 


On the way home I visited a communicant 
of that congregation. She said that she had been 
reared a Roman Catholic, but that she had come 
into the Reformed Church because the preach- 
ing we had that morning made God so. close 
and accessible to her—not separated off by a 
host of intermediaries: priest, bishop, cardinal, 
pope, saints, Virgin, statues, pictures. W.C. 


(From “New Testament Evangelism,” 


by Wade C. Smith) 
Lesson No. 138 
THE Tuirp oF “THREE HUMAN ESSENTIALS” 


A Surrendered Will. One of the most il- 
luminating instances of personal work recorded 
in Scripture is that of Philip and the eunuch; 
and the strength of that incident lies in the fact 
of Philip’s entire submission to the promptings 
of the Holy Spirit. With the Spirit in full con- 
trol, all the other potent steps followed. Philip 
was doing a most successful and conspicuous 
piece of work in Samaria. He was winning souls 
by the score. Multitudes were coming to hear 
him preach the Good Tidings. There was great 
joy in the city; men and women were being 
baptized, and it would seem that Philip was, 
of all places in the world, just where he ought 
to be. Then all of a sudden the Spirit said to 
Philip, “Arise and go down into the desert 
toward Gaza.”” Well, there were no people living 
in the desert; only a traveler now and then 
might be seen trying to get across it as fast as 
he could. One might travel a whole day with- 
out seeing anybody. Who would wonder if 
Philip had questioned why the Spirit was taking 
him away from an abundantly productive work, 
to isolate himself where there would be small 
chance of doing arything at all? Philip had 
a will of his own. No man could preach as 
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he did without having plenty of determination, 
which is just another name for will power. Yet 
Philip obeyed the, Spirit, and he lost no time 
doing it. “He arose and went.” His splendid 
will power was lost in the will of the Spirit. 
Later, after he had reached the desert, perhaps 
wondering what the Spirit would tell him next, 
he spied the Ethiopian Treasurer driving south- 
ward in his chariot. “Then the Spirit said unto 
Philip, Go near, and join thyself to this 
chariot.” Note, the Spirit usually directs only 
a step at a time. Sometimes it is‘simply a mat- 
ter of “joining oneself to the prospect’s chariot.” 
Get interested in “where he is going” - what he 
is thinking about; the Spirit often uses discov- 
eries here to serve as a “cue” for the next step. 
So it was with Philip. The man was reading 
and pondering the 53rd chapter of Isaiah, and 
as Philip ran alongside the chariot and saw what 
the great man was doing, he knew the next 
step: “Understandest thou what thou readest’’? 
Of course he didn’t. How glad Philip was to 
help him - and what a happy climax! (Read 
the story in Acts 8:5-38). The Ethiopian was 
perhaps the last man Philip would have selected 
for such an interview - but the Spirit knew. 
Philip ran when the Spirit said “Go.” He had 
this third essential for soul winning: a surren- 
dered will. 


(This lesson will be continued in the next issue.) 


Helps To Understanding 
Scripture Readings 
in Day by Day 
By C. C. Baker 


Sunday, May 13, Hebrews 13:16. The author 
encourages the Hebrew Christians to copy both 
the faith and the life of their spiritua] leaders 
(v.7). What kind of behavior is desired in their 
relations with others (vv.1-3,16) ? What attitude 
toward material things is encouraged (vv.5-6) ? 
Do you believe the promises given in vv.5-6? 
False teachers were robbing these Christians of 
their true spiritual food (v.9). What is the real 
source of spiritual nourishment for the Chris- 
tian (vv.8,12)? Are you aware of the great dam- 
age that false teaching can do to those who 
are under your care - in cutting them off from 
their source of spiritual nourishment? Do you 


present to those around you Christ, the source 


of all they need for spiritual growth? 


Monday, May 14, Ephesians 1:1-6. Ephesians 
one and two form the. Scripture readings for 
the next six devotionals. As you read 1:3-6, 
do you receive the impression that one becomes 
a Christian by one’s own “whim” or does God 
have the “say-so”? What is the source of the 
resources that the Christian has to live the 
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Christian life (vv.2,3,6,)? Do you try to stir 


up within yourself your own spiritual life or 
is it of the Lord? What does Paul tell the 
Ephesians is the desired goal of the Christian’s 
life (v.4) ? Read Revelation 2:1-7 for what Christ 
said to the Ephesian Church a few years later. 
What were her strong points (Rev. 2:2-3,6)? 
her main weaknesses (Rev. 2:4-5)? Do you 
know the joy of growing progressively by the 
grace of God into a closer relationship to Him, 
or have you lost your first love? 


Tuesday, May 15, Ephesians 1:7-12. One of 
the main emphases in the first two chapters of 


_ Ephesians is that God is the initiator and the 


cause of our becoming His sons and daughters 
(vv.4-5). Verses 3-12 are completely God-cen- 


tered. He, who is all-powerful, has a plan for 


the universe and is carrying out that plan 
(vv.10-11). Yet, upon us He has lavished un- 
told blessing (vv.5-10). What is the medium 


through which His concern for us has _ been 
manifested (vv.5-7) ? 


In Christ, God has re- 
moved the blot that separates us from Him 
(v.7), and has arranged for us to participate 
in His plan for the universe (vv.9-10). Our 
Christian lives are to glorify Him (v.12). Do 
you realize that the forgiveness of your sin is 
only one aspect of your salvation? that you have 
to become a Christian for the very purpose of 
glorifying God? 


Wednesday, May 16, Ephesians 1:13-18. Ob- 
serve the tremendous authority and power given 


to the Lord Jesus by God when He had been 


raised from the dead (vv.20-22). See how inti- 
mately we are tied to Christ in our salvation. 
We are redeemed by His own blood (v.7a) ; 
we are a 
(vv.22-23); all that we-have in the Christian 
life is due to Him (vv.3,5,6,9,12). As the Chris- 
tian beholds the authority and position of the 
Lord Jesus now, and how closely he is associated 
with Christ, he becomes aware of something of 
the greatness of the inheritance that awaits him 
in the future life (vv.3,18). God chose you 


before the foundations of the world for this_ 


glory (vv.4,5). The Holy Spirit within us is 
the guarantee that the inheritance will be there 
(vv.13-14). Paul’s prayer (v.16) is that your 
eyes may be opened (vv.17-19) to the sheer 
greatness of what God has in store for you. 


Thursday, May 17, Ephesians 1:19-23. In 
reviewing chapter one, notice again how com- 
pletely God-centered it is. As you read through 
the chapter, do you find anything that man can 
do to save himself or to accomplish anything 
worthwhile outside of the grace of God (vv.4,5, 
7,19) ? What is the one central purpose of man’s 
existence (vv.4,12) ? What control does God have 
over the affairs of the universe (vv.5b,9-10,11, 
19)? What control does He have over those 
who belong to Him (vv.4a,5a) ? Along with the 
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part of the Church - His very body 


great truths presented in chapter one on the 
sovereignty of God, Paul also stresses the human 


responsibility of the individual in chapters 4-6. 


List some of the admonitions Paul gives con- 


cerning, Christian conduct in chapters 4-6. The 


Christian who maintains this tremendous con- 
cept of an all-powerful God should apply to his 


daily living the precept of 1:12. 


Friday, May 18, Ephesians 2:1-7. Notice the 
condition Paul says you were in: before you be- 
came a Christian. What word in vwv.1,5 appro- 
priately described the spiritual state of your 
soul? What was the cause of this condition 


_(v.lb)? ‘What would be an example of “fol- 


lowing the course of this world” (v.2a)? Who 
do you think is the “prince of the power of. 
the air” (v.2b)? Does v.3 pretty faccurately de- 
scribe your old nature? What was your stand- 
ing before God (v.3b)? Did you. ever realize 
how terrible your plight was when you were 
outside of Christ? What has God in Christ done 
for the Christian (vv.1,5,6) ? Was there anything 
in you that made you merit salvation (vv.4;7) ? 
Thank God again for His great mercy toward 
you. 


Saturday, May 19, Ephesians 2:7-14. How 
would you explain the teaching of v.8 in your 
own words? Perhaps Titus 3:5-7 can help you. 
How is this teaching in harmony with what 
vou found in chapter one? Observe the reason 
given in v.9 for our not being saved by good 
works? What is the place of good works accord- 
ing to v.10? Should they flow as a natural con- 
sequence of saving faith? As one thinks of 
the past from which he has been delivered 
(vv.11-12). by the grace of God, he should re- 
member what -it cost God to save him (v.13b). 
Do you praise God for His grace to you as re- 
vealed in the cross? 3 
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SABBATH SCHOOL LESSONS 


LESSON FOR MAY 20 


REV. J. KENTON PARKER 


The C. hurch In Antioch 


Background Scripture: Acts 11:19 - 12:24. 
Devotional Reading: Galatians 6:1-10 


‘There are several verses in our Devotional Reading that illustrate the spirit and life of the 


Church at Antioch (as well as the church in Jerusalem, and elsewhere) . 


these verses. 


“Bear ye one another’s burdens, and so fulfill the law of Christ.” 


Let us lock at some of 


.of the Church as a whole in these early days. They regarded themselves as a big family, united 


in love, and shared with each other all their 
material and spiritual blessings. We have seen 
how true this was of the Church at Jerusalem, 
and it was equally true, no doubt, of the church 
at Antioch. Verse six is also true of this church. 
It was started by those who were taught in the 
word communicating to those who were to teach 
others. They that were scattered abroad went 
as far as Antioch preaching the word. Barnabas 
was sent to further instruct them, and he got 
Paul to come. 


Verses seven and eight: “Be not deceived: 
God is not mocked: for whatsoever a man 
-soweth, that shall he also reap. For he that 
soweth to the flesh shall of the flesh reap cor- 
ruption; but he that soweth to the spirit shall 
of the Spirit reap life everlasting.” 


While these words do not apply directly 
to the church in Antioch any more than to 
all Christians, and all men, they illustrate very 
forcefully a part of our Background Scripture, 
(12:20-23) which contains the account of the 
death of the monster Herod. Herod had cer- 
tainly “sown to the flesh,” and when he died, 
‘eaten of worms,’ he was reaping just what 
he had sown. 


Verse 9: “Let us not be weary in well doing,” 
can be applied to this church, and is an exhor- 
tation needed by us all. It was an untiring 
church, doing all it could for the spread of the 
gospel, and became the Missionary Center of 
the whole church, as we will see. 


Verse 10: “Let us do good unto all men, 
especially unto them who are of the household 
of faith.” (Compare this verse with 11:29 of 
Acts, and see how it fits this church). This 
seemed to be the rule among all the churches. 
The Church of Antioch had the marks of a 
splendid organization. 


11:19-30. 


This is our Printed Text and the main sub- 
ject for our study. : 


I. The Church at Antioch: 
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The Church at Antioch was founded by some 
of the Christians who had fled from Jerusalem 
when the persecution that arose about Stephen 
waxed strong and bitter. These refugees trav- 
eled as far as Phenice and Cyprus and Antioch, 
preaching the word to none but unto the Jews 
only. Some of them began to preach to the 
Grecians. Their efforts brought forth: glorious 
fruit, for a great number believed and turned 
to the Lord. 


When this good news reached the ears of 
the church at Jerusalem they sent Barnabas to 
them. He came, and when he had seen the 
grace of God he was glad and exhorted them 
all that with purpose of heart they would cleave 
unto the Lord. 


We have a word-portrait of this man which 
is short, but most revealing: “For he was a 
good man, and full of the Holy Ghost, and of 
faith.”” Where can you find a more attractive 
picture of a noble man, and a successful work- 


er? Here aré the basic qualifications for a suc- 


cessful ministry. “He was a good man”: that 
in itself speaks eloquently. A good man is God's 
noblest creation, or re-creation, for such a man 
has been ‘“‘born from above.” It is only by the 
grace of God that we can be “‘good men.” “Full 
of the Holy Spirit."”". He was a God-possessed 
man, as well as a God-made man. God was 
living in Barnabas. That made him a man of 
power. “And of faith’; full of faith, like the 
heroes of faith in the eleventh chapter of He- 
brews. Barnabas, like some other minor char- 
acters of the Bible, (Jonathan and Nehemiah, 
for instance) , is one of the most beautiful char- 
acters of history. His name means “son of con- 
solation, or encouragement.” He lived up to 
the meaning of that name. He was the “Great- 
Heart” of the early church. Bunyan must have 
had him in mind when he portrayed that well 
loved character in Pilgrim’s Progress. 


How we need such men in our churches today! 
They are the ones who encourage the “babes in 
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Christ,’ and also those who faint and fall 2 
the wayside. They are the ones who speak “ 

word in season” to those who are heart- iethine 
and weary and heavy-laden. They are the ones 
who hold up the hands of the preacher and lift 


the fallen. A Barnabas is a blessing to any 


church. 


In verse 25 we see another wonderful trait 
of character in this man, Barnabas: “Then de- 
parted Barnabas to Tarsus, for to seek Saul.” 
Barnabas, like John the Baptist, was truly hum- 
ble. He recognized that there were greater, more 
capable men than he. When he saw the great 
work that had begun at Antioch he felt the 
need of a man like Saul of Tarsus for the work. 
If he had been a small minded, jealous man, 
he would have hesitated about bringing a man 
of Saul’s ability to take up the work, for he 
no doubt saw that Saul would soon take the 
lead. Barnabas was a noble-minded, generous 
man who had the good of the church at heart, 
and not his own selfish interests. The work 
needed a well-equipped leader, a broadminded 
leader, who could reach Gentile as well as Jew. 
So he set out to find Saul and bring him to 
Antioch, and this was a turning point in the 
history of the church, and also in the life of 
Saul. Think of all that would have been missed 
if Barnabas had not found Saul and brought 
him to Antioch! Perhaps Barnabas was think- 
ing of Saul himself as well as of the need. The 
work called for Saul; there was a wonderful op- 
portunity there; and Saul needed just such an 
opening, for he was a man of action. The work 
and the man fit together, and there Saul starts 


his career which turned him into Paul the Apos-. 


tle to the Gentiles, and the great missionary. 


In many crises of Church History, as in the 
lives of Martin Luther and John Calvin, we 
see illustrations of this same marvelous Provi- 
dence of God. Surely, God moves in mysterious 
and wonderful ways to carry out His plans and 
purposes! 


Barnabas and Saul worked together for a whole 
year in Antioch, and taught the people. The 
disciples were called Christians first at Antioch. 
A Christian is “Christ’s man”; he belongs to 
Christ. It is said that many of the heathen 
had the name of their special god tattooed on 
their bodies. This may have suggested to the 
heathen that they call these disciples “Chris- 
tian,” for, like Paul later says about himself, 
they bore in their bodies ‘“‘the marks of the Lord 
Jesus.” These people saw that the disciples 
were devoted to Christ, talked about Him, wor- 
shipped Him, and. tried to live like Him. 
Would men “see Jesus” reflected in our lives, 
and be constrained to call us after the name 
of our Saviour, if they had never heard the word 
“Christian” before? -Are we worthy of the 
“Name’”’?. Is-He ever.ashamed that. we-bear. His 
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name? Is there any honor so great as to be a 


“Christian’’? 


The remainder ‘of: this chapter tells of the — 


“great dearth” that should come, and what these 
Christians did. The prophecy was fulfilled in 
the days of Claudius Caesar. “Then the disciples, 


_ every one according to his ability, determined 


to send relief unto the brethren which dwelt 
at Jerusalem.” So the young church sends a 
“love gift” to the mother church. Here we have 
a sample of what our Savior prays for in John 
17; the oneness of the church. 


If. James and Peter: 12:1-19. 


Persecution was now reaching the apostles again. 
This time it was the Roman authorities that 


took the lead. Herod the king stretched forth - 


his hand to vex certain of the church. He 
killed James the brother of John with the sword, 
and seeing this pleased the Jews, he proceeded 
to take Peter also. ‘ 


Peter is put in prison with ae avowed pur-— 


pose of killing him after the Passover season. 
But God had other plans for Peter, and all 


the power of the Roman Empire could not 
interfere with those, plans. The angel of God 


came at night and released him from prison. 
The story of his release is intensely interesting. 
It was only after he had been completely freed 
that the angel left him and Peter fully realized 


what had taken place. Where should he gop 


he knocked, ra damsel came to 
hearken, /and when she knew Peter’s voice, she 
opened not the gate for gladness, but ran and 
told them that Peter stood at the gate. They 
thought she was mad, or that it was his “angel.” 
They finally opened the door. In verse five we 
are told that prayer was being made for him, 
but they were astonished when those prayers 
were answered in such a spectacular manner. 
Would we be as surprised if some of our prayers 
were answered in such a way? It is not always 
God’s will to rescue His servants. James was 
killed. while Peter was spared for a time. Peter 


- tells his story and commands them to tell James 


(the other James). When day came there was 
no small stir among the soldiers. Herod dealt 
with the matter in the Roman way. He exam- 
ined the keepers and commanded that they 


should be put to death. | 
III. The Death of Herod and the Growing 


Word: 20-25. 


Herod diés; the Word multiplies and grows. 


BUY YOUR BOOKS FROM 
Book Department 


“THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 
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go to the hopise of Mary, the mother of John 
| | 


YOUNG PEOPLE'S DEPARTMENT 


YOUTH PROGRAM FOR MAY 20 


REV. B. HOYT EVANS 


The Power Of Words 


Hymn: “I Love To Tell The Story” 

Prayer 

Scripture: James 1:16-26, 3:1-12. 

Hymn: “Lord, Speak To Me That I May 
Speak” 

Offering 

Hymn: “Take My Life And Let It Be Con- 
secrated” (Be sure to use the stanza which 
begins, ““Take my voice... ”) 


PROGRAM LEADER: 


The substance called dynamite is a synonym 
for power. Used in the proper way it is exceed- 
ingly valuable. In a moment of time it can do 
work that would require days of human toil. 
If dynamite is used improperly, it can do un- 
told damage. Because it is so potentially dan- 
gerous it must be handled with great care. No 
sane person would think of letting children use 
dynamite as a plaything. Even those of us who 
are older and understand its power do not make 
a practice of toying with dynamite. 


While all of us respect the power of dyna- 
mite, there is something else which we use every 
day and which is just as powerful as dynamite 
in another way. Words are potentially ‘power- 
ful. If we understood their power, it is certain 
we would use them more carefully. Words, like 
dynamite, can be used both constructively and 
destructively. Words can be either harmful or 
helpful. Since this is true, the way we use words 
is of great importance to us as Christians. The 
earnest Christian will endeavor to use his words 
helpfully and will avoid every harmful speech. 
Our words are involved in stewardship. Just 
as we are responsible to God for the use we 
make of our time, talents, and money, so we 
are responsible to Him for the use we make of 
“our words. (Read Matt. 12:36-37) This will 
be no new idea to most of us, but it is a thing 
about which we are apt to become careless. In 
this program we want to do some serious think- 
ing about words and the use we make of them. 
We want to make two lists: one of the useful 
and helpful ways of using words and the other 
of harmful or destructive ways of using words. 
’ (Have the young people supplied with Bibles 
and ask them to read carefully the two passages 
from James, 1:16-26 and 3:1-12, before they be- 
gin making suggestions for the lists. While they 
are reading, write headings for your two lists 
on the blackboard or on large sheets of paper 
or cardboard. We offer some suggestions for 
your lists below, but do not add them to the 
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lists until your young people have advanced all 
their ideas. As the various suggestions come 
from the young people, take time to discuss 
them. Ask why they are helpful or harmful, as 
the case may be.) 


HELPFUL WAYS OF USING WORDS 


Praising God and praying. | 

Telling others of Christ. 

‘Teaching the ignorant. 

Transmitting worthwhile news. 
Encouraging the disheartened and comfort- 
ing the sorrowing. | 


6. Wholesome entertainment (singing — or 
speaking) . : 

7. Saying good things about people whenever 
possible. 


8. Speaking in defense of those who are wrong- 
ly accused. 

9. Speaking out for worthy causes. 

10. Making people feel at ease through friendly 
conversation. 
Expressing our love and concern for others. 

12. Speaking forgiveness to those who have 
wronged us. 

13. Clearing up misunderstandings between 
people and between ourselves and others. 


HARMFUL WAYS OF USING WORDS 


Speaking lightly or disrespectfully of God. 
Speaking to discourage or hinder others in 
their faith and spiritual growth. 

False teaching. : 
Spreading false and harmful reports about 
others. 

Telling unwholesome jokes and stories and 
singing unwholesome songs. 

Use of profanity or cheap slang. 

Bitter words spoken in anger. 

False accusations. 

Spreading gloom and doubt. - 

Distorting the truth. | 
Cynical speech (making fun of things and 


people.) , 


AN APPEAL 
TO OUR 
SUBSCRIBERS 


(See Page 16) 
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Work 


ADVENTURING FOR GOD 


A very timely pamphlet bearing the above 


title may be secured from the Board of Women’s — 


Work for only ten cents a copy. If placed in 
the homes of our church members it could prove 


of real value to families as they seek to become: 


more Christian during this year of special em- 
phasis on Christian Family Life. Not only is 
the pamphlet appropriate for the individual 
family, but it might be used as the basis of a 
progr am for a Family Night meeting or a meet- 
ing of the Women of the Church. 


It is in the home that the first training is 
given and lasting impressions are received. 
There are several things in the home that each 
of us can do that will set us on the “Road to 
High Adventure for God.’ As we travel this 
road we need to watch the signposts, choose the 
right direction and follow the road indicated, 
if we would make progress in Christian Family 
Life. 


The Signposts listed are five in number: | 


“Personal Behavior—Turn to the right and 
go straight ahead;”’ 

“Family Attitudes—Slight Curve Ahead!” 
“The Way of Love—Straight Ahead!” 
“Apply the Rule of the Road—Keep Going!" 
“Keep on Keeping on!” 


As a family ask God to keep you alert to see 
opportunities for showing kindness, considera- 
tion and courtesy to all persons of 
background. 


Begin in the family to develop wholesome 
attitudes and actions toward all. 


Seek to have a spirit of understanding and 
appreciation of the worth of every individual. 


Study together the teachings of Jesus in such 
passages as the Parable of the Good Samaritan. 


Avoid anything that might plant in the minds 
of children a dislike or prejudice toward other 
persons—“You cannot know the Lord of Love 
as long as there is any Fesentment or bitterness 
in your heart.” | 


Have as guests in the home, missionaries on 
furlough and students from other countries. 


Encourage the reading of biographies of suc- 
cessful people, such as missionaries, scientists, 
doctors, musicians and others; this will prove 
to be an enriching experience. 


The signposts may prove difficult to follow, 
but we can succeed, for we are promised the 
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power—for prayer is the greatest steadying 
power, and “Love is the door through which we 
pass from selfishness to service, and from soli- 
tude and loneliness into fellowship with all 
mankind.” A home founded on real love is a 
bit of the kingdom of God come down to earth. 

Christianity is interpreted to others by our 
attitudes and acts, therefore we need to make 
our lives and our homes so attractive that others 
may catch a vision of Him, who is the Head of 
a truly Christian Home. 


Mrs. John E. Stauffer 
Chairman Intergroup Work 
Appalachia Synodical 


Reverend and Mrs. Herbert Meza 


It is a long way from the Latin quarter of 
Tampa, Florida, known to all as Ybor City, to 
a Presbyterian Mission outside the busy metro- 
politan city of Lisbon, Portugal, and yet from 
our Presbyterian Mission Church in Ybor City, 
God called two splendid young people - Rev. 
and Mrs. Herbert Meza - to represent Him in 


‘Portugal as ambassadors of Christ. 


How did it all. Start? Many years ago, Her- 
bert Meza was invited to attend the Ybor City 
Presbyterian Sunday school. He had never at- 
tended Sunday school. The Holy Bible was un- 
known to him. He attended the mission each 
Sunday and with great interest heard the teacher 
tell of Jesus who is the Saviour of the world. 
Gradually Herbert became conscious of the need 
of a Saviour and on December 31, 1939, he made 
his public profession of faith in his Lord. This 
was the beginning of a faith and zeal that saw 


_Herbert graduating from Davidson College with 


high honors and from Union Theological Sem- 
inary in Richmond, Virginia. Now he was of- 
fering himself for service to our Board of World 


_ Missions. Herbert had wanted to go to China 


but the doors were closed to this great land and 
so he accepted the challenge of Portugal. Dalia 
Santos, now Mrs. Herbert Meza, also found 
Christ at the Ybor City Presbyterian Mission 
Church. She too, in thé face of much opposition 
from her own family, offered her life for full 
time Christian work. 


In due time these two young people married 
and today with their two fine boys, Mark and 
Scott, they are giving themselves for the Lord 


- in Portugal. 


There are others in Ybor City that God will 
call if we make it possible through the estab- 
lishment of a stronger work many may very 
well follow in the footsteps of Herbert and 
Dalia as servants of the Lord. 


Can we do less than pray and give so that 
the Holy Spirit will lead us to greater efforts for 
His Kingdom? 
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Frank Carrera, Jr. 


It took fifteen years to win Frank Carrera, 
]r., to the Lord. His two sons came as children 
to the Ybor City Presbyterian Mission Church 
and while he did not object to his boys attend- 
ing Sunday school and taking active part in 
the Mission program, neither did he or his wife 
show any interest in the church or their spiritual 
life. The boys grew up to manhood and by 
their testimony in being faithful to the Lord 
they were used of the Lord to win first their 
mother to Christ and then later on their father. 


As Mr. Carrer grew in the knowledge of his 


Lord, he also grew in the service of the church. 
His ability to grasp the problems of the Mission 
was amazing. Slowly, but surely, he began to 
lead the congregation in a program of steward- 
ship. Using his many years of experience as a 
prominent business man, he was able to increase 
the giving of time and money for the work of 
the church nearly 50%. 


When the outside hostile world made fun > 


of his stand for Christ and his Church, he stood 
firm. When the time came to go into the com- 
munity and present the claims of Christ to the 
Latin brethren, Mr. Carrera was among the best 
soul winners. 


How the grace of God has worked in this 
man’s life together with that of his wife has be- 
come an inspiration both to the minister and 
his fellow Christians. 


Your prayers and your gifts will help us to 
reach more men like Frank Carrera, Jr. 


Prayer for a House 
MARTHA SNELL NICHOLSON 


Walk thru the rooms of this _ house, dear Lord, 
Making them fair and sweet. 

May every wall know the touch of Thy hand, 
Each floor the print of Thy feet. 


Help us to look through Thine eyes, dear Lord, 
To stand at our windows and see 
Not commonplace people who walk the streets, 
But souls who have need of Thee. 


Kindle a fire on our hearth, dear Lord, 
Warming all who might come. 

Build Thou an altar where prayer shall arise, 
For prayer is the heart of the home. 


Sit at our table with us, dear Lord, 
Making each meal a feast, 

Breaking the bread, and pouring the wine, 
Our Host and our Guest and our Priest. 


Dwell in the rooms of our house, dear Lord, 
Making it sweet and fair, 

Till even the people passing will say, 

“The blessed Lord Jesus lives there!’’ 


Hoover Recommends the Bible 


J. Edgar Hoover, Director of the FBI, warns 
that juvenile delinquency is increasing at an 
alarming rate, but insists that it can be pre- 
vented. “It is not a scourge which rules with 
an inevitable necessity,” he says. “One of the 
best weapons with which to attack this malady 
is religious training. The young boy and girl 
trained in “he teachings of the Bible have a 
moral reliance which serves as a compass for 
everyday living. They know the difference von 
tween right and wrong, good and evil. They 
able to conquer the temptations of life.”— . 
change. 


TION BIBLE SCHOOL | 


with GREAT COMMISSION 
PUBLICATIONS 


No worries about “adding to” your program — - It’s fully planned 
for ages 4 to 14. 

No doubts about the “soundness” of your program — It’s Bible- 
centered, and God promises big returns on His Word. | 


oe No problems about making it interesting — It’s full of fascinating 
helps to make the Bible’s message “live.” | 
| le Packet $2.50 
Write today for descriptive folder to: — 
GREAT COMMISSION PUBLICATIONS 
728 Schaff Bldg., 1505 Race St., Phila. 2, Pa. 
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News 


Additional Overtures.to 
the General Assembly 


(36) The Presbytery of Meridian respectfully 
overtures the General Assembly to withdraw from. 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the’ 
United States of America. 


(37) WHEREAS, The Presbytery of Florida 
wishes to express its grave concern toward the 
membership of the Presbyterian Church, U.S. in 
the National Council of Churches of Christ in the 
U.S.A. and the World Council of Churches, and 


WHEREAS, continued membership gives tacit 
approval of public pronouncements and resolutions 
that have been widely circulated which do not ex- 
press the conviction of a majority of the total 
membership of our Church, and 


WHEREAS, resolutions above referred to have 
accused those not in agreement with their social, 
economic and political views as unChristian, and 


WHEREAS, the leadership of both associations, 
above referred to, openly envision the ultimate 
goal as organic union of all Protestant Churches in 
one world Church. 


NOW THEREFORE, the Presbytery of Florida 
overtures the General Assembly to authorize a 
ballot by each presbytery of the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., for the determination of a policy as 
to whether or not our Presbyterian Church should 
withdraw from the two councils, same being con- 
ducted in accordance with properly constituted 
authority. 


(38) The Presbytery of Augusta-Macon respect- 
fully overtures the General Assembly to provide 
an affiliate membership in our churches for mem- 
bers of our Armed Services and their families. 


(39) The Presbytery of East Alabama respect- 
fully overtures the General Aessmbly to authorize 
a ballot by each presbytery of the General As- 
sembly, Presbyterian Church, U.S., for determina- 
tion of policy as to whether or not the Presbyterian 
Church, U.S., shall have segregation or integration 
of all races; same being conducted in accordance 
with properly constituted authority. 


Commissioner Substitute 


At the recent meeting of Norfolk Presbytery 
one of the commissioners reported his inability 
to attend the General Assembly this year and 
the following change was made: 


Ruling Elder W. E. Fluker, 1816 Springfield 
Avenue, Norfolk 6, Va., takes the place of Rulin 
Elder George E. Walter, Exmore, Va. | 


Rev. M. Bland Dudley was received from 
Mecklenburg Presbytery and will be pastor of 


the Holmes Church. His address is Cheritan, 


Va. 
Rev. John B. Boyd was dismissed to East 


Hanover Presbytery and he will be assistant: 


pastor at Grace Covenant, Richmond, Va. 
W. W. Grover, Stated Clerk. 
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Atlanta, Ga. — Dr. Manford G. Gutzke, profes- 
sor of English Bible and Religious Education at 
Columbia Theological Seminary in Decatur, has 
just published his third book—his first major work. 


The publication, entitled “John Dewey’s Thought 
and Its Implications for Christian Education,” is 
a 241 page volume, published by King’s Crown 


Press at Columbia University. Primarily a stu- 


dent’s book, it is a discussion of processes involved 
in education to show that the method of education 
now used in schools can be also used in Christian 
Education. It stresses the value of student-partici- 
pation as a means of learning and suggests that 
this method be utilized in the processes of learning 


| in Christian education. 


The publication is built around Dr. Gutzke’s dis- 
sertation for the Ph. D. degree he received from 
Columbia University in 1954. | a 


Atlanta, Ga. — The Rev. Dwight L. Barker, 
former pastor of Cameronian and Park Avenue 
Presbyterian Churches, Rockingham, N. C., has 
been assigned to active duty in the chaplaincy of 
the U. S. Army, according to an announcement 
made here by the Board of Church Extension, 
Chaplains and Military Personnel Department. 


Elberton, Ga.—George McWhorter, Milledgeville, 
Ga., has been appointed publicity chairman for the 
Synod of Georgia for the Miami Presbyterian Men’s 
convention to be held Oct. 10-13, 1957. The ap- 
pointment was announced by J. W. Hyde of El- 
Pome president of the Georgia Synod Men’s 

ouncil. 


Augusta, Ga. — President and Mrs. Dwight D. 
Eisenhower, and their son, Major John Eisenhower, 
were worshipers at Reid Memorial Presbyterian 
Church in Augusta, Sunday, April 15, and heard 
Dr. Wade H. Boggs, Sr., former moderator of 


-the General Assembly and supply minister of Reid 
Memorial, bring a message on “The Sovereignty 
of God.” 


This was the president’s first visit to Reid Me-- 
morial Church since its new building was completed. 
Two years ago President Eisenhower laid the 
cornerstone fox the sanctuary. 


New Orleans, La.—A Christian Family Life In- 
stitute was conducted April 16, at Napoleon Ave- 
nue Presbyterian Church. Keynote speaker of the 
institute was the Rev. Frederick W. Widmer, di- 
rector of Family Life Education of the Board of 


Christian Education, Richmond. 


Mr. Widmer was assisted by the following dis- 
cussion leaders: = 

Mrs. L. C. Majors of Richmond; Mrs. Edwin 
Stock of New Orleans; the Rev. Robert Kilgore of 
Raceland; and the Rev. George H. Ricks, regional 
director of Christian Education, Baton Rouge. 


This was the first of a series of nine institutes 
planned by the Committee of Christian Education 
for the Synod of Louisiana. According to Dr. 
James Gregory, Pastor of the Napoleon Avenue 
Church, it was held to develop the ability to meet 
family problems without fear, and with Christian 
love. 

‘Christian family life is the special emphasis for 
1956 in the “Forward With Christ’? movement. 


The Synod of Mississippi will meet for its one 
hundred and twenty-sixth annual session at Bel- 
haven College, Jackson, Mississippi, Tuesday, June 
26, 1956, at 7:30 P.M. 


R. E. Hough, Stated Clerk 
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Presbytery of Meridian — The regular spring 
meeting of the Presbytery of Meridian was held 
in the Handsboro Church, April 17, 1956. Rev. 
J. T. Echols, Moderator, presided. The opening 
sermon was preached by Dr. R. L. Summers, Gulf- 
port, on the assigned subject: “The Fatherhood 
of God.” This was followed with the Communion 
service. 


There were twenty-seven ministers and thirty- 


four ruling elders present. Also a number of | 


visitors. 


A memorial service was held for the late Rev. 
W. D. Mathis. 


Rev. W. B. Hooker was received from the Pres- 
bytery of Ouachita. He becomes pastor of the 
Magee and Sharon churches. Mr. Edward Rosser 
Wall of Newton was received as a Candidate for 
the Ministry. Candidate George Carpenter was 
dismissed to the Presbytery of Louisville. The 
pastoral relation between Rev. J. T. Echols and the 
Waynesboro church was dissolved, and he given 
a certificate of transfer to Granville Presbytery. 
Calls from the Taylorsville and Calvary churches 
for the pastoral services of Mr.. Oscar H. Welborn, 
a senior in Columbia Seminary, were approved; also 
calls from the Wiggins and New Augusta churches 
for the pastoral services of Mr. Thomas G. Kay 
of Philadelphia, Pa., were approved. 


The Presbytery sent to the General Assembly 
an overture requesting withdrawal from the Na- 
tional Council of Churches. 


- Rev. Jack J. Wolf of Ocean Springs was ap- 
pointed to preach the opening sermon at the next 
regular meeting of the Presbytery which will be 
held in the Bailey Presbyterian Church, Meridian, 
Miss., RFD No. 4, meeting on July 17th. 


The Handsboro Church, Rev. John C. Wingard, 
pastor, was a most gracious host. The Presbytery 
and visitors were served a delightful fish dinner 
during the noon recess hour. 


L. A. Beckman, Jr., Stated Clerk 


Mecklenburg Presbytery in its 212th stated ses- 
sion meeting in the Bethel Presbyterian Church on 
April 17th received Rev. Claire S. Albright from 
East Hanover Presbytery and arranged for his 
installation as pastor of the Marshville Presbyterian 
Church and ordained Mr. John Richard Crawford 
as an evangelist. Mr. M. S. Bell was licensed to 
preach and a Commission was appointed to ordain 
and install him pastor of the Seigle Avenue Pres- 
byterian Church. (These three are in the Senior 
Class at Union Theological Seminary.) Presbytery 


received four men as candidates for the ministry: | 


Mr. David K. Dunn, of the Mulberry Church; Lieut. 
Kenneth B. Orr, of the Westminster Church; Mr. 
John Roscoe, of the Watson Heights Church; and 
Mr. Henry Howard Smith, a member of the Myers 
Park Church. 


The pastoral relations were dissolved as of June 
Ist between Rev. F. C. Debele, Jr., and the Com- 
monwealth Church. Rev. M. R. Williamson was 
elected to become Stated Clerk in his stead. Pas- 
toral relations between the Hopewell Presbyterian 
Church and Rev. Henry S. Schum were dissolved 
as of May 30th. Mr. Debele goes to the Eau Claire 
Church in Columbia, S. C., and Mr. Schum becomes 
pastor of the Princeton Church in Johnson City, 
Tenn. 


A commission was appointed to install Rev. S. 
pastor of the Wadesboro Presbyterian 
Church. 
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terian Church); 


Dr. R. C. Long was elected moderator to suc- 
ceed Rev. S. H. Zealy. Revs. G. E. Dixon and T. 
Duke Williams presided at the Lord’s Table. 


Mr. Theodore B. Pratt, Promotional Director of 
the Presbyterian Survey, made an address about 
the Survey. Revs. W. L. Hall, Lawrence I. Stell 
and Mr. Voit Gilmore were heard in regard to 
the Consolidated College Campaign. Approval was 
given of the movement.’ Mr. Harvey C. May was 
heard in an address on the Church and Manse 
Building Fund. The Commission on the Minister 
and His Work reported on the dissolution of the 
pastoral relations between Rev. Andrew Allen and 
the Amay James Church; of the dissolution of the 
pastoral relations between the churches of the 
Belk Parish and Rev. S. Wylie Hogue; of the dis- 
solution of the pastoral relations between the.Cam- 
eronian and Park Avenue Churches and Rev. Dwight 
Barker, who has gone to the chaplaincy; of the 
dissolving of the pastoral relationship between Rev. 
Geo. Fletcher and the Ellerbe, Mt. Carmel and 
Norman Churches - (Mr. Fletcher was transferred 
to Lexington-Ebenezer Presbytery where he be- 
comes pastor of tthe Wilmore, Kentucky, Presby- 

of the removal of Rev. Bland 
Dudley to Norfolk Presbytery so that he might 
be pastor of the Holmes Presbyterian Church at 
Bayview, Va. - and the dissolution of the pastoral 
relations with the McQuay Memorial Church. Can- 
didate Edgar Byers was transferred to Albemarle 
Presbytery. 


Mrs. Loyd Ardrey, president of the Women of - 


the Presbytery, presented Mrs. Boyce W. Hunter, 
former president, who reviewed the work of the 


women in 1955. She told of 96 organizations 


enrolling 12,618 women who gave $146,400.00. 

Rev. I. Howard Chadwick was nominated for 
moderator of the next meeting to be held in the 
Pleasant Hill Church on July 24th. Rev. J. E. 
Wayland, Jr., host pastor, gave a printed history 
of the one hundred and twenty-eight year old 
congregation. There were 81 ministers, 79 elders 
and 27 visitors enrolled. Rev. F. C. Debele was 
assisted in his office of Stated Clerk by Revs. 
A. Leslie Thompson and R. W. Rayburn. 


Tryon, N. C. — At a congregational meeting fol- 
lowing morning worship on April 15, the Tryon 
Presbyterian Church officially approved plans for 


_ a future building program. The plans call for the 


erection of a church on a four acre plot of ground 
opposite the Harmon Field area of Tryon. - 


The church, built in the contemporary style of 
architecture, will consist of two separate buildings, 
constructed of native stone and wood. The sanc- 


tuary will be of the modified arena type, with the 


seating capacity for two hundred twenty, plus a 
choir of twenty-six voices. The sanctuary will be 
air-conditioned. 


The building fund campaign will begin on May 
13, with the guest minister being Dr. Robert Stam- 
per, chairman of the development program of Co- 
lumbia Seminary. Frank Gallimore is chairman of 
the building committee; Charles Reakirt is chair- 
man of the finance committee. Rev. Joe Wagner 
is the pastor. 


Davidson, N. C.—Director of Defense Mobiliza- 
ion Arthur S. Flemming will deliver the Davidson 
College commencement address May 28, highlight- 
ing a three day. program. 


The traditional exercises will begin Saturday, 
May 26, and will extend through Monday morning 


as alumni, seniors, parents and faculty join in the © 


feature event of the college year. 
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Dr. E. Lee Stoffel, pastor of Charlotte’s First 
Presbyterian Church, will give the Baccalaureate 
Sermon on Sunday. | 


Events will begin at 11 a.m. May 26 with the 
annual Alumni Council meeting in the College 
Union. Three new members of the Board of Trus- 
tees will be elected to succeed W. Olin Nisbet, 
Jr. of Charlotte, Robert W. Gorrell of Winston- 
Salem, and C. R. Wilcox of Rome, Ga., whose terms 
expire this year. 


The Senior-Alumni luncheon will be held at 1 
p.m., class day exercises at 4 p.m. and a concert 
in Chambers auditorium at 8 p.m. The Davidson 
Male Chorus and soprano Norma Heyde will be 
presented in concert. 3 


Faculty homes will be open to seniors, parents, 
alumni and friends Sunday evening. | 


Raleigh, N. C.—Three leaders for North Caro- 
lina Presbyterians’ campaign to raise $3,500,000 
for — education in the Synod have been an- 
nounced. 


Voit Gilmore, mayor of Southern Pines, N. C. 
was named general chairman of the campaign; Dr. 
Lawrence I. Stell, pastor, of Trinity Presbyterian 
Church, Charlotte, was selected to be ministerial 
chairman; and Thornton H. Brooks, Greensboro, 
N. C., attorney, has accepted the appointment as 
Special Gifts chairman. 


The consolidated Presbyterian College to be 
erected in Laurinburg, N. C., will receive $3,000,- 
000, and the remaining $500,000 will go to the 
Campus Christian Life Program of the Synod. The 
drive will continue until June 1. 


Mayor Gilmore’s appointment was announced by 
W. H. Neal of Winston-Salem, chairman of the 
college’s Board of Trustees. During the drive, Mr. 
Gilmore will use a private plane to enable him to 
give “vigorous leadership in all areas of the state.” 
The mayor will maintain his office in Southern 
Pines during the campaign. 


Clinton, S. C. — Summer school at Presbyterian 
College will open on June 12 this year, Academic 
Dean George C. Bellingrath announced. 


Registration is scheduled for that day, beginning 
at 9 a. m., and classwork will begin on the following 
morning. The eight-week session will extend through 
August 11. 


Dr. Bellingrath said classes will meet daily six. 


days each week, with a maximum of nine hours 
granted for the s m er work. A total of 23 courses 
in ten departmen ill be offered at this session. 
These departn@#fits include: Bible, economics, 
psychology, English, fine arts, Spanish, history, 
mathematics, sociology and biology. 


Clinton, S. C. — A Presbyterian College senior 
has been named to receive a Rockefeller Fellow- 
ship to Princeton Theological Seminary, Dr. Nathan 


M. Pusey, fellowship chairman and president of 


Harvard University, announced recently. 


He is Ray Lord of Dublin, Ga., who this June 
completes an outstanding career as a scholar and 
campus leader at Presbyterian College. 


The grant, in the form of a full scholarship, 
was made possible through the Rockefeller Broth- 
ers Theological Fellowship Program of the Amer- 
ican Association of Theological Schools, Inc. Dr. 
Pusey is president of the association. 
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The program is to enable certain selected young 
men and women of exceptional merit to devote 
one year to theological study that they may explore 
the possibility of entering the Protestant ministry. 
Recipients were selected on the basis of Christian 
character and personality and proven intellectual 
ability of the highest order, combined with keen 
spiritual responsiveness with deep human sympa- 
thies. They may attend any fully accredited the- 


ological seminary in the United States or Canada. 


Memphis, Tenn.—Woodland Presbyterian Church 
in Memphis recently launched a $130,000 campaign 
for the church’s new Fellowship Hall, second unit 
in the building program. Inspirational speaker for 
the kick-off banquet was Dr. W. J. Millard of 
Evergreen Presbyterian Church. Everett D. Woods, 
architéct, told of the plans for the new structure. 


Already Woodland Church has a conditional grant 


* of $30,000 made by the Church Extension Com- 


mittee of Memphis Presbytery toward the building. 


The new building will serve as a temporary 
sanctuary seating 400, with the ground floor pro- 
viding Church School space for 300 children. D. 
Joyce White is finance committee chairman. The 
Rev. W. Chester Keller is pastor. | 


Nashville, Tenn.—Construction of a new $350,- 
000 office building, here for the Presbytrian, U.S. 
Board of World Missions will begin this summer}; 
officials announced. 


They. said purchase of a $42,500 two-acre site 
for the structure in an exclusive Nashville resi- 
dential section will be completed shortly. 


Progress on the project had been delayed for 
some months by a taxpayers’ suit in the Chancery 
Court seeking to void a permit for construction | 
of the building granted by the Nashville Board of 


Zoning Appeals. 


Late in February, Chancellor Thomas W. Steele 
upheld the right of the board to erect the building 
in the area. 


- Nashville, Tenn. — Rev. and Mrs. Lewis H. 
Lancaster, Jr., of our Japan Mission announce the 
birth of a daughter, Beth Neville, in Osaka, Japan, 
on April 17. 


Zion Church, Columbia, Tennessee—Zion Church 
was filled with worshippers at the Sunrise Services 
Easter Morning. Under the ministry of Rev. W. M. 
Ford, this is the fifth successive year such services 
have been held at Zion Church. Originally started 
in'1951 under the combined efforts of the Youth 
Fellowship of Zion Church and the First Church 
in Columbia, the first service was held at Geers 
Memorial Park in Columbia; however, since that 
year these services have been held at Zion Church 
which is approximately six miles from Columbia 
and which will celebrate in 1957 one hundred and 
fifty years of continuous service to Christ and 
the community. This year seven other churches in 
Columbia joining in, came to worship at Zion. 
Under the direction of Mrs. Robert Armstrong a 
scene of the resurrection morning was presented. 
Mr. Ben Alexander of ‘the Methodist Church 
preached the sermom. 


Montgomery Presbytery met in its 240th Stated 
Session, in the Campbell Memorial Presbyterian 
Church of Vinton, Virginia, on Tuesday, April 17, 
1956, at 10:00 a. m. with 50 ministers and 56 
elders present. Rev. J. L. Coppock was elected 
Moderator. 


PAGE 13 


Rev. John A. Ricks was received into Presbytery 
from Concord Presbytery and arrangements made 
for his ordination as an evangelist that he may 
serve as a Chaplain in the U. S. N. R. 


Mr. Robert J. Rock and Mr. Don Carlos Abbott 
were received under the care of the Presbytery as 
Candidates for the Ministry of the Gospel. 


Plans were made to raise $200,000.00 to build 
new churches. 


Candidate Richard S. Andrews was dismissed to 
Wilmington Presbytery that he may accept a call 
to become a pastor of two churches there. 


The importance of Sabbath Observance was 
emphasized. 
E. W. Smith, Stated Clerk 


YOU CAN WITNESS FOR CHRIST 
By George S. Lauderdale 


God does not .require somebody special to 
do his: missionary work. The Holy Spirit Who 
rests upon God’s servants that they might be 


witnesses unto Him to the uttermost parts of — 


the earth, makes the difference between Chris- 
tians and men of the world. Peter and John 
were ordinary fishermen, but when Christ 
called and baptized them with the Holy. Spirit, 
the elders of Israel seeing their boldness and 
perceiving that they were ignorant and un- 
learned men, “marveled; and they took knowl- 


edge of them that they had been with Jesus.” 


Acts 4:13. 


Consider Elijah. A man subject to like pas- 
sions as we are, he prayed earnestly that it 
would not rain, and for three and a half years 
it did not rain on the earth! “And he prayed 
again, and the heavens gave rain, and the earth 
brought forth her fruit.” James 5:18. Nor was 
that all that this prophet did to show Israel and 
the nations that the Lord, rather than Baal or 
any other idol, is God. 


Of Like Passions As We 


God used Elijah to miraculously feed a starv- 
ing widow’s household many days and to bring 
back her son from the dead. He heard his 
prayer and sent down fire from heaven at Mount 
Carmel in the presence of eight hundred and 
fifty prophets of Baal.and the people of Israel; 
He gave Elijah and the people courage to slay 
the false prophets. | 


Proof that Elijah was no superman is given 
in I Kings, chapter 19. He became downcast 
and wanted to die: “It is enough; now, O Lord, 
take away my life; for I am not better than 


my fathers.” (verse 4). This prayer came from 
the lips of the man whose mighty pleas to 
God had shut and opened the windows of 
heaven! He also moaned, “The children’ of 
Israel have forsaken thy covenant, thrown 
down thine altars, and slain thy prophets with 
the sword; and I, even I only am left; and they 
seek my life to take it away.’ I Kings 19:10. 


Elijah A Missionary | 

So spoke the man who had laughed at Baal’s 
prophets and had put them to confusion and 
to death, who had bravely condemned wicked 
King Ahab although the latter sought him in 
every nation! Surely Elijah was subject to like 
passions as we are; yet he was a witness for God 
in all the lands where Ahab looked for him. 
Everywhere Ahab told the story of the drought 
caused by Elijah’s prayers, and had the foreign 
kings help him hunt Elijah. Thus the prophet 
through his persecution was a missionary to 
that ancient world. 


Paul and Barnabas Mere Men 


Others who did marvelous mission work for 
God include Paul and Barnabas. Were they di- 
vine that they healed the man at Lystra, a crip- 
ple from the cradle? The heathen citizens 
Lystra thought so, and said of them, ““The gods 
are come down to us in the likeness of men,” 
and the priest of Jupiter brought oxen to sac- 
rifice to the missionaries. Acts 14:11-13. 


Paul and Barnabas protested, tearing their 


clothes, running and crying out, ‘Sirs, why do ye 
these things? We also are men of like passions 
with you.” Acts 14:15. They proceeded then 
to tell them of the one true.God whom all men 
must worship. 


Receive the Holy Spirit’ 
The question now comes to you and me: Why 
do we lack power and wisdom, since the men 


whom God has used before this as His witnesses 


shared our sinful nature? The answer: we have 
not prayed as we should,. particularly for the 
Holy Spirit, Who alone can enable us to com- 
plete the humanly impossible task of world 
evangelization. 

Let us trust God and not worry about our 
weakness; instead of frailty’s being,an excuse 
for not winning souls, it should catise us to 


pray the more. Remember Christ’s words, “If 


ye then, being evil, know how to give good gifts 
unto ‘your children, how much more shall your 
heavenly Father give the Holy Spirit to them 
that ask Him?” Luke 11:13. 


AN APPEAL TO OUR SUBSCRIBERS | 


Let each one try to get one or more new subscribers 


to The Journal. See Page 15 for Special Award Offer. 
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The Kingdom of God 
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$3.00 


By George E. Ladd 


By Leroy Nixon 


John Calvin: Expository Preacher __.$2.50 


The Trial of Jesus Christ 
By Frank J. Powell 


Supreme Authority 


$2.00 


By Norvel Geldenhuys 
The Gospel of The Spirit 


$1.50 
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What Presbyterians Believe. $2.00 By George D. Salmon 
By Gordon H. Clark Successful Church Publicity $1.00 
Edward O. Guerrant $1.00 By Carl F. H. Henry 
By Grace McAllister and Three Lectures on the Book 
Grace Owings Guerrant of Revelation $1.00 
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By John Bunyan The Servant of Jehovah $2.95 
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